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happened in England during the seventeenth century).
But the princes were not willing to have their acts
discussed by their subjects; in place of the aids granted
only for a time, they wanted perpetual imposts, which
they could levy and employ at will.

By ruse, corruptions, promises, threats, even by
force, they tried to suppress the assemblies or to
reduce them to a simple ceremonial.

They had in their employ the only two real forces,
which decided everything in Europe, since respect for
the custom had disappeared: i. Money to pay the
members of the assemblies. 2. Soldiers to make them
afraid. Thus they succeeded little by little in being
delivered from the disagreeable control of the estates.

In France the king ceased the convocation of the
Estates General, and in the provinces, which had pre-
served their provincial estates, they were only called
for exactly the time necessary to vote the tax.

In Germany many princes put a stop to the reunions
of their Landtag; those who still retained the assembly
had no difficulty in corrupting or intimidating the
members.

In Spain, the cortes, better organized, revolted when
the king touched their liberties; this was a pretext
for taking them away. It is reported that Queen
Isabella said: "I desire but one thing, that the people
of Aragon revolt and give me the opportunity to
attack them with arms and to change their constitu-
tion." In Castile the towns revolted in 1523; the
grandees, through jealousy, supported the king, and
Charles V., after having executed the chiefs of the
revolt, decided that in the future the cortes should